devotee. The lives of great devotees are characterised by
this fine quality. Anyone who seeks His grace, must deve-
lop and cultivate humility. But it is a very difficult task in-
deed. Even greatmen had not met with complete success.
One may be very big in the mundane world. But he is a
speck before His infinitude. The true devotee, however
high-placed he may be, feel that way. He owes every thing
to His grace.

Pride is a treacherous trait a person should guard him-
self against. Pride takes one away from God while humility
takes him nearer to God. One may be proud of his status,
learning, riches or high caste. Even the Venerable Bhishma
and Drona could not conquer it completely. Bhishma was
proud of his learning, Drona of his high caste, Duryodhana
of his wealth and Ashwathama of his valour.

Lord Krishna, in Hastinapura, gently declined the hos-
pitality of all these persons but Visited Vidura, the embodi-
ment of humility. The poem "Mahabharat" is a divine
poem and so it is a whole literature in itself, containing a
code of life, a philosophy of social and ethical relations,
excellence of devotion to the Lord, above all it has, for its
core, the Bhagawad Gita, the noblest ofscriputres.

20. God stays with the Righteous

There has been no instance of God having gone against
His promise to guide His devotees or of having let them
down. His words are sacred and if the relief expected is not
instantaneous, God has a reason. c<! shall give refuse to
anyone who seeks it," is His authoritative statement.
Another declaration of His is that mountains may crumble
or the ocean may get dried up but His promises shall be
kept up.

His expectations from his devotees are that they
should obey His commands and carry out the duties assigned
to them without swerving from the path of justice. Where
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